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merely that he was a student, and that nothing in the
world was so much at his heart as to become that which
lie had heard told of him with whom he was speaking.
He was received with courtesy and consideration, and
shown into the study of the famous artist. But the
forms he saw there were lifeless and incomplete; and
a sudden exultation possessed him as he said within
himself, ; I am the master of this man/ The blood
came at first into his face, but the next moment he was
quite pale and fell to trembling. He was able, however,
to conceal his emotion ; speaking very little to Giunta,
but, when he took his leave, thanking him respectfully.
After this, Chiaro's first resolve was, that he would
work out thoroughly some one of his thoughts, and let
the world know him. But the lesson which he had now
learned, of how small a greatness might win fame, and
how little there was to strive against, served to make
him torpid, and rendered his exertions less continual.
Also Pisa was a larger and more luxurious city than
Arezzo ; and when, in his walks, he saw the great
gardens laid out for pleasure, and the beautiful women
who passed to and fro, and heard the music that was in
the groves of the city at evening, he was taken with
wonder that he had never claimed his share of the
inheritance of those years in which his youth was cast.
And women loved Chiaro ; for, in despite of the burthen
of study, he was well-favoured and very manly in his
walking ; and, seeing his face in front, there was a glory
upon it, as upon the face of one who feels a light round
his hair.
So he put thought from him, and partook of his life.
But, one night, being in a certain company of ladies,
a gentleman that was there with him began to speak
of the paintings of a youth named Bonaventura, which
he had seen in Lucca ; adding that Giunta Pisano
might now look for a rival. When Chiaro heard this,
the lamps shook before him and the music beat in
his ears and made him giddy. He rose up, alleging a
sudden sickness, and went out of that house with his
teeth set.

